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1. INTRODUCTION

This following report highlights the situational analysis, analysis of findings and
recommendations related to the Riemvasmaak restitution project. The content of
this report consists of the following:

() Background phase which covers the objectives of the study; problem
statement; methodology, background and locality.

(if) The situational Analysis of the study area covers natural characteristics of
the area; socio-economic conditions of the study area; current state of
infrastructure; Land Use Management and Land Reform and other government
initiatives.

(iii) Analysis Phase consists of SWOT analysis based on the status quo report.
The analysis phase deals with core issues raised by the status quo report. This
phase analyzes information collected by means of interviews and data collection.
The analysis provides a picture of areas that need intervention and the impact
thereof.

(iv) Interventions this phase seeks to provide solutions proposes and creative
approaches to problems raised in the status quo and analysis phase. This phase
provides analysis of critical issues that need to be addressed for the development
of the area.

(v) Recommendations summarizes the content of the report with priorities that
require urgent attention from the state and way forward.

1.1 Objectives of the Study

The objective of the study is to undertake a status quo analysis for the
Riemvasmaak land claim and make recommendations to facilitate post
settlement support through the Comprehensive Rural Development Programme
(CRDP) approach. The study will further highlight the kind of resources required
to make the programme a success.



1.2 A brief overview of the CRDP.

The new Department of Rural Development and Land Reform has been given the
mandate by the President of South Africa to develop a Comprehensive Rural
Development Programme (CRDP) throughout the country. To achieve this
mandate the Department embarked on developing a fresh approach to rural
development. The programme is focused on enabling rural people to take control
of their destiny, with the support from government, and thereby dealing effectively
with rural poverty through the optimal use and management of natural resources.
This will be achieved through a co-ordinated and integrated broad-based
agrarian transformation as well as the strategic investment in economic and
social infrastructure that will benefit the entire rural communities. The
programme wi | | be successf ul sustairable and become
vibrant rural communities0 ar e succeeding throughout Soutt

A three pronged strategy to ensure that the Department achieves its objective
are:

(i) Agrarian Transformation includes increasing all types of agricultural
production; optimal and sustainable use of natural resources; the use of
appropriate technologies; food security; and improving the quality of life for each
rural household.

(if) Rural Development includes improving economic and social infrastructure.
(iii) Land Reform including restitution, redistribution, land tenure reform.
1.3 Problem Statement

The process of restoring the Riemvasmaak community commenced way back in
1994. Since then post settlement support initiatives have not yet achieved all the
envisaged impacts. There is still evidence of poor infrastructure, lack of access to
economic activities and long traveling distance to secondary educational facilities
for the learners. Deforestation and soil erosion continues to characterize the
area.

Commitment and coordinated government effort in addressing the issues
identified for Riemvasmaak is not evident. Many existing opportunities in the area
have not been fully explored. Some of the Public investment takes place on
parcels of land inappropriate for development.



1.4 Methodology

The methodological approach
employed primarily consists of
qualitative and quantitative
research methodologies.
Qualitative research refers to
collecting and interpreting
information about some
phenomenon without concern
for quantities.

The research also involves
studies used and the collection
of a variety of empirical

materials, case studies,
personal experience, life
stories, interviews,

observations, histories and
interactions  that  describe
routine and problematic
moments and meanings in
peopl es6(Bendini&\iaden
1994: p. 2).

An analysis of the built, Socio-
Economic and Bio-Physical
environment was undertaken to
determine the status and
analysis of the area.
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1.5. Locality

1.5.1. Provincial Context (See Map No 1)

The Northern Cape Province occupies
mass and is the largest of the nine Provinces. It is situated in the north-western
portion of the country and is bordered by Namibia and Botswana to the north, the
North-West and Free State Provinces to the east, the Eastern Cape and Western
Cape Provinces to the south and the Atlantic Ocean to the west. The
international boundaries are formed by the Orange River (Namibia) and Molopo
(Botswana) River bed.

The major urban settlements in the Province include Kimberley, Upington,
Springbok, Colesberg, De Aar and Calvinia. Smaller settlements of interest to
tourists include Alexander Bay, Port Nolloth, Sutherland and Barkly West. The
bulk of the towns have populations between 1 000 and 5 000 people and only six
centres have populations over 10 000 (Scott Wilson, 1998). Kimberley has 36%
of the population which is six times larger than the next town on the hierarchy,
Upington.

The Province has five District Municipalities namely; Kgalagadi, Siyanda,
Frances Baard, Pixley ka Seme and Namakwa. Although the District
Municipalities are made up of a number of local municipalities, these are not
Owdowal | 6 municipalities, as |l arge ar
District Manage ment Areas (DMAGs) due to the

1.5.2. District or Regional Context (See Map No 2)

The Siyanda District Municipality forms the mid-northern section of the province
on the frontier with Botswana. It covers an area of more than 100, 000 square
kilometers (almost 30% of the entire Province) out of which 65, 000 square
kilometers compromise the vast Kalahari Desert, Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park.

Siyanda District comprises of six Local Municipalities. Upington is the district
municipal capital where most of the municipal government services are located.
The District Management Area (DMA) of Siyanda District Municipality consists
mainly of areas in the Kalahari, private farmlands in the Kenhardt and
surrounding areas as well as the community of Riemvasmaak.
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1.5.3. Local context: Riemvasmaak (See Map No 3)

The Riemvasmaak community mentioned above is situated 60 km west of the
town of Kakamas. The area of about 74 000 hectares, is boarded by the Orange
River in the south, the Kalahari in the north and by Namibia in the west.
Riemvasmaak is approximately 136 km from Upington by road. The whole area is
managed by the Siyanda District Municipality, which is classified as a category C
Municipality.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 Overview of Riemvasmaak land claim

The earliest written and oral histories
clearly show that the Khoi San
people lived a hunter i gatherer
existence in and around the area of
which Riemvasmaak forms part.

The land of Riemvasmaak was,
during the 1870s occupied by a core
group of original inhabitants together
with a number of people of Damara
and Herero origin. During this time
they were further joined by Xhosa 1
speaking residents who were
displaced from their land by the
Koranna and Griqualand West Wars
of the 186 0 OEversinced

the ancestors of these communities

lived on and used the surrounding

adjacent farms to Riemvasmaak. The land was accessed and used communally
according to shared rules established through custom and practices. This land
was and is still regarded as the treasure of the Riemvasmakers since agricultural
and livestock farming was the main source of livelihood and income.

This place had a high level of social organization within the community itself as
the evidence can easily be drawn from the way your great grand parents used to
control their livestock by havi ng r egi onal commi ttees

(headmen). Despite the different ethnic origins, there was a close sense of
community as almost 95% of the members of this community were Christians.
People witnessed intermarriages with high degree of integration and the common
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language was and still is Afrikaans. Those nostalgic days were ruined by brutal
and forced removals by the apartheid regime that caused untold suffering to all
the people of Riemvasmaak.

From 1948, the apartheid regime engaged on a programme of mass removal as
it sought to consolidate the Bantustans and remove black spots. But this
ethnically mixed community of Riemvasmaak could not fit to the plan. So the
state had to offer alternative | and as the p

Therefore the people of Riemvasmaak were forcefully and ruthlessly removed

from their land of about 122 000 hectares by the apartheid regime as the land

was declared a fiBlack Spoto in 1973 making \
an area for the testing of weapons.

Those who were classified under apartheid laws as Xhosa were moved to
Welcomewood in the (Ciskei) Eastern Cape. Those who were classified as Nama
or Damara Heritage were forcibly relocated 1300 kilometres away to Welwitchia
and Khorixas in the northern Namibia. Finally, those who were classified as
Coloureds remained in the areas surrounding Riemvasmaak, such as Marchand,
Augrabies and Keimoes without any compensation whilst others received unjust
compensation.

In terms of Proclamation 44 of 1982, and under section 2 (2) (b) of the National
Parks Act 57 of 1976, the state President declared a small subdivided portion of
Riemvasmaak farm (in extent 4270 ha informally known as Melkbosrand or
Bokvasmaak) as part of the Augrabies Falls National Park.

In trying to get their land back in 1990, people of Riemvasmaak at first decided
not to take their case to ACLA but to approach President F W De Klerk who later
referred the matter back to ACLA. The community of Riemvasmaak formally
lodged a claim on the 15th of November 1993 with the then Advisory
Commission on Land Allocation (ACLA) which later changed to Commission on
Land Allocation (CLA) assisted the
Legal Resource Centre, Land
Development Unit and Surplus People
Project.

This initiative was combined with mass
action as the people of Riemvasmaak
protested at the World Trade Centre
where all political parties were
negotiating the transition to the
democratic rule in South Africa. The
mass action drew support from the
ANC that deplored F W De Kl ¢
failure to listen to the people and




